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Community  News  for  Sheffield  &  Ashley  Falls,  MA  SECOND  GENERATION   Special  Supplement,  April  2006 


THIS  ISSUE  ISA  COMMUNITY  SERVICE  FROM  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES 

Each  year  we  publish  this  special  issue  to  present  to  the  town's  voters  the  complete  text  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting  War- 
rant that  will  be  the  subject  of  the  Annual  Town  Meeting,  May  1  at  7pm  at  Mt.  Everett  Regional  High  School.  All  Shef- 
field residents  are  welcome  at  the  meeting,  but  only  registered  voters  can  vote.  There  are  brief  description  of  special  warrant 
articles  in  the  "Summaries  of  Special  Warrant  Articles"  on  page  9.  Voter  Information  Sheets  for  all  of  the  Special  Warrant 
Articles  relating  to  zoning  may  be  picked  up  at  Town  Hall,  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library,  PJ's,  Silks,  and  the  Senior  Center  at 
Dewey  Hall.  These  were  prepared  by  the  Planning  Board. 

The  Sheffield  Times  also  presents  "Candidates-at-a-Glance"  starting  on  page  10,  profiling  all  candidates  running  for  town 
office  in  the  Town  Election  that  will  be  held  on  May  8, 9am-7pm  at  the  Town  Hall.  There  will  be  a  "meet  the  candidates"  at 
Dewey  Hall  on  April  29th  between  11  a.m.  and  1  p.m. 


Annual  Town  Meeting  Warrant 

Town  of  Sheffield 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts 

Berkshire,  ss 


To  the  Constables  of  the  Town  of  Sheffield  in  said  County  of 
Berkshire,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  you  are 
hereby  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 
of  Sheffield,  qualified  to  vote  in  Town  affairs,  to  meet  in  the  au- 
ditorium of  the  Mt.  Everett  Regional  High  School  on  Berkshire 
School  Road  in  Sheffield  on  Monday,  May  1,  2006  at  7:00  P.M. 
for  the  following  purposes: 

ARTICLE  1:       To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate, and/or  transfer  from  available  funds,  such  sums  of  money 
as  listed  below,  and  as  may  be  amended,  necessary  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  town  for  Fiscal  Year  2007,  or  take  any  other  ac- 
tion relative  thereto. 

Moderator $200 

Selectmen's  Office $138,554 

Board  of  Assessors $94,818 

Treasurer/Collector $125,392 

Town  Clerk $49, 174 

Elections  &  Registration $18,930 

Conservation  Commission $5,425 

Planning  Board $5,000 

Industrial  Development  Commission $100 

Zoning  Board  of  Appeals $2,000 

Town  Buildings  and  Properties $79,670 

Town  Report  &  Communications $5,500 

Legal  Services $14,000 

Dispatch  Services $10,000 

Police  Department $376,325 

Fire  Department $36,215 

Inspectional  Services $37,300 

Fire  Hydrants $7,942 

Dog  Officer $7,000 

Highway  Department $522,890 

Streetlights $9,000 


Board  of  Health $16,334 

Visiting  Nurse  Association $3,000 

Council  on  Aging $43,701 

Veterans  Benefits $1,000 

Library $137,370 

Historical  Commission $100 

Memorial  Day $750 

American  Legion $600 

Care  of  Soldiers'  Graves $1,320 

Ashley  Falls  Historic  District  Commission $150 

Interest  on  Loans $1 

Berkshire  County  Retirement $133,322 

Worker's  Compensation $13,000 

Unemployment  Compensation  Fund $1 

Group  Health  (32B)  Insurance $250,000 

Employer  Medicare $14,000 

Financial  Audit $  1 2.000 

Insurance  &  Bonding $65,300 

ARTICLE  2:       To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  fix  the  com- 
pensation of  the  following  elected  officers  of  the  Town  for 
Fiscal  Year  2007,  as  required  by  Chapter  41,  Section  108  of  the 
General  Laws:  Moderator  $200;  Selectman,  Chairman  $2,100: 
Selectmen,  two  members  at  $1,800  each,  or  take  any  other  ac- 
tion relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  3:       To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate and/or  transfer  from  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  for 
the  disposal  and  management  of  solid  waste,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  4:       To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  the 
Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School  District  Operating  Budget 
for  Fiscal  Year  2007  and  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  and/or 
transfer  from  available  funds,  $4,636,814  to  pay  the  town's 
assessed  share  of  that  budget,  or  take  any  other  action  relative 
thereto. 
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ARTICLE  5:       To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  approve  the 
Southern  Berkshire  Regional  School  District  Capital  Budget  for 
Fiscal  Year  2007  and  vote  to  raise  and  appropriate  and/or  trans- 
fer from  available  funds,  $276,260  to  pay  the  town's  assessed 
share  of  that  budget,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  6:       To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  transfer  from  available  funds,  $800  to  pay  the  stipend 
for  Sheffield's  committee  members  of  the  Southern  Berkshire 
Regional  School  District  for  Fiscal  Year  2007,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  7:       To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate or  transfer  from  available  funds,  $58,204  to  pay  for 
vocational  education  in  Fiscal  Year  2007,  or  take  any  other  ac- 
tion relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  8:       To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  Board  of  Health  to  employ  any  of  its  members,  including 
members  who  also  serve  on  the  Board  of  Selectmen,  as  Title  5 
Witnesses  for  Septic  Systems  Evaluation  Tests  and  Inspections 
at  a  rate  of  $35.00  per  inspection,  and/or  Sanitation  (Title  5) 
Inspector  at  an  annual  salary  of  $500  for  Fiscal  Year  2007,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  9:       To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate, transfer  from  Overlay  Surplus,  and/or  transfer  from 
available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  to  provide  for  extraordinary  or 
unforeseen  expenditures  under  the  provisions  of  Chapter  40, 
Section  6  of  the  General  Laws,  known  as  the  Reserve  Fund,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  10:    To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize  the 
Treasurer/Collector  to  sell,  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of 
Selectmen,  any  parcel  or  parcels  of  real  estate  which  have  been 
or  may  be  acquired  through  the  foreclosure  of  tax  title,  or  take 
any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  11:  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  transfer  from 
available  funds  a  sum  of  money  to  be  added  to  the  Fiscal  Year 
2006  Highway  Department  Budget,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  12:    To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate and/or  transfer  from  available  funds,  $32,053  to  pay 
principal  and  interest  on  the  bonded  indebtedness  authorized  by 
Town  Meeting  vote  of  January  30, 1995,  or  take  any  other  action 
relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  13:    To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  transfer  from  available  funds,  $71,000  to  purchase  Air 
Packs  and  5"  Hose  for  the  Fire  Department,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  14:    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  transfer 
$100,000  from  available  funds  into  the  Fire  Truck  Stabilization 
Fund,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 


ARTICLE  15:    To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate or  transfer  from  available  funds,  $20,500  to  remove 
and  reconstruct  the  so-called  Railroad  Barn,  owned  by  the  Town 
and  located  behind  the  Town  Hall  and  adjacent  to  the  Housa- 
tonic  Railroad,  for  Fire  Department  and  other  town  use,  and  to 
redesignate  the  $10,000  appropriated  under  Article  15  of  the 
2002  Annual  Town  Meeting  for  this  purpose,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  16:    To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  appro- 
priate or  transfer  from  available  funds,  $750  to  the  Emergency 
Response  Fund,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  17:     To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate or  transfer  from  available  funds,  $5,000  to  pay  for  the 
State-mandated  triennial  property  recertification,  or  take  any 
other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  18:    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  accept  as  a  gift 
subject  to  and  with  the  benefit  of  certain  conditions  a  parcel 
of  land  as  generally  described  herein  from  the  Sheffield  Post 
Home,  Inc.  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  new  Senior  Center 
thereon.  The  deed  to  the  premises  shall  include  the  following  re- 
strictions which  shall  apply  for  a  period  of  thirty  (30)  years,  and 
which  may  be  renewed  at  the  end  of  that  time  with  the  consent 
of  both  parties: 

a.  the  town  will  provide  lawn  service  of  the  land  retained  by 
the  Sheffield  Post  Home. 

b.  the  town  will  pay  Sheffield  Post  Home's  utilities  (propane, 
electricity,  potable  water,  and  town  sewer,  if  and  when 
available. 

c.  the  town  will  not  build  a  commercial  kitchen  in  the  Senior 
Center. 

d.  the  town  will  pave  the  parking  lot  situated  between  the 
buildings  and  will  maintain  said  parking  lot. 

e.  Each  organization  (the  Senior  Center  Sc  the  Sheffield  Post 
Home)  will  have  use  of  the  parking  lot  and  not  be  excluded 
from  using  it. 

f.  the  town  will  provide  dry  storage  in  the  basement  of  the 
proposed  Senior  Center  (or  an  equivalent  dry  storage  room 
if  the  Senior  Center  will  not  have  basement  storage  avaiable) 
so  that  the  Legion  may  store  medical  rehabilitation  and  other 
equipment.  Such  storage  area  will  be  accessible  to  the 
American  Legion  24  hours  a  day  -  7  days  a  week. 

g.  the  town  will  pay  for  all  costs  associated  with  the  transfer  of 
land. 

h.  the  town  will  provide  temporary  storage  of  material  that  is 
within  Legion's  outbuilding  during  the  construction  of  the 
Senior  Center  and  until  such  time  as  new  storage  is  available 
in  the  Senior  Center. 

i.    If  the  Post  should  dissolve,  the  Post  Home,  Inc.  will  transfer 
the  deed  to  the  remaining  property  and  structures  thereon 
to  the  Town  and  the  Town  at  that  time  will  bear  all  costs  of 
the  transfer. 

and  to  authorize  the  Town  to  cause  a  survey  to  be  prepared  of 
the  parcel  which  is  generally  described  as  a  triangular  parcel  of 


land  lying  west  of  the  present  Sheffield  Post  Home  between 
Cook  Road  and  Old  Mill  Pond  Road,  consisting  of  1/2  acre  of 
land,  more  or  less;  the  legs  of  the  triangle  are  370  feet,  more  or 
less,  fronting  on  Old  Mill  Pond  Road  and  380  feet,  more  or  less, 
fronting  on  Cook  Road,  and  the  base  is  approximately  125  feet, 
or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  19:    To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate or  transfer  from  available  funds  or  from  Proceeds  from 
the  Sale  of  land,  $53,000  to  pay  for  Survey  and  Architectural 
Design  Services  for  a  new  Senior  Center  to  be  located  on  land 
on  Cook  Road  adjacent  to  the  American  Legion  Hall,  and  to  pay 
for  costs  associated  with  the  transfer  of  property  for  said  Senior 
Center,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  20:     To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate or  transfer  from  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  to 
purchase  a  Radar  Speed  Monitoring  Sign,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  21:     To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate or  transfer  from  available  funds,  $25,000  to  purchase  a 
sidewalk  plow,  or  take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  22:    To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise  and  ap- 
propriate or  transfer  from  available  funds,  a  sum  of  money  to 
purchase  a  new  telephone  system  for  the  Police  Department,  or 
take  any  other  action  relative  thereto. 

ARTICLE  23:    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote,  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  Section  4  A  of  Chapter  40  and  Section  59  A  of 
Chapter  48  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Laws,  and  to  accept 
the  provisions  of  Section  8G  of  Chapter  40  of  the  Massachu- 
setts General  Laws,  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Selectmen  to 
enter  into  mutual  aid  agreements  with  other  area  governmental 
units  for  the  provision  of  public  health,  public  works,  police,  fire, 
animal  control,  inspectional  services,  emergency  management 
and  emergency  medical  services,  in  accordance  with  an  inter- 
municipal  mutual  aid  agreement  to  be  entered  into  between  the 
Town  and  the  governmental  units. 

ARTICLE  24:    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  establish  an 
Agricultural  Commission  to  represent  agricultural  interests  and 
address  agricultural  issues  in  Sheffield.  Said  Commission,  once 
appointed,  shall  develop  a  work  plan  to  guide  its  activities.  Such 
activities  include,  but  are  not  limited  to,  the  following: 

♦  encouraging  the  pursuit  of  agriculture  in  Sheffield; 

♦  promoting  agricultural-based  economic  opportunities,  and 
educational  and  community  programs  in  Sheffield; 

♦  mediating,  advocating,  educating,  and/or  negotiating  on  agri 
cultural  issues  in  conjunction  with  the  Board  of  Selectmen; 

♦  working  for  preservation  and  conservation  of  farms,  farm  and 

forest  land,  and  working  landscapes  and  associated  traditions; 

♦  advising  the  Board  of  Selectmen  and  other  Town  boards, 

departments,  commissions  and  committees  on  activities  and 
issues  involving  agriculture; 

♦  pursuing  all  initiatives  appropriate  to  creating  a  sustainable 
agricultural  community; 

♦  providing  a  voice  and  visibility  for  Sheffield's  farmers  and 
agricultural  businesses; 

♦  preserving,  revitalizing  and  sustaining  Sheffield's  farming  and 


forestry  industries  and  traditions,  and  encouraging  the  pursuit 
of  agriculture  as  a  career  opportunity  and  lifestyle. 

The  Commission  shall  consist  of  five  (5)  or  seven  (7)  members 
and  two  (2)  alternates  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Selectmen. 
A  majority  of  the  members  shall  be  engaged  in  the  business  of 
farming  or  related  agricultural  activities  in  Town,  the  rest  who 
are  interested  in  agriculture.  Members  should  represent  the  di- 
versity and  scale  of  agriculture  in  Sheffield  and  should  encourage 
the  participation  of  next-generation  farmers.  The  overall  intent 
is  to  be  inclusive  not  exclusive.  Alternates  shall  be  engaged  in 
the  business  of  farming  or  related  agricultural  activities.  Mem- 
bers shall  be  residents. 

Members  will  serve  a  staggered  three-year  term.  For  a  commis- 
sion of  five  (5):  two  (2)  members  shall  be  appointed  for  a  term 
of  three  years;  Two  (2)  members  shall  be  appointed  for  a  term  of 
two  years  and  three  thereafter;  and  one  (1)  member  for  a  term 
of  one  year  and  three  thereafter.  For  a  commission  of  seven  (7): 
three  (3)  members  shall  be  appointed  for  a  term  of  three  years; 
two  (2)  members  shall  be  appointed  for  a  term  of  two  years  and 
three  thereafter;  and  two  (2)  members  for  a  term  of  one  year  and 
three  thereafter.  Alternates  shall  serve  for  a  term  of  one  (1)  year. 

The  appointing  authority  shall  fill  any  vacancy  based  on  the 
unexpired  term  of  the  vacancy  in  order  to  maintain  the  cycle  of 
appointments,  based  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Commis- 
sion. 

ARTICLE  25:    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the 
Town  of  Sheffield  Zoning  By-Laws  as  follows,  or  take  any  other 
action  relative  thereto: 

(1)  Replace  Water  Supply  Protection  District  By-Law,  Secttons 
215-19  through  Section  215-26,  in  its  entirety  with  the  following 
Article  14:  Water  Supply  Protection  District: 

ARTICLE  14 

Water  Supply  Protection  District 

14.1  Purpose 

The  purpose  of  the  Water  Supply  Protection  District  is  to 
promote  the  health,  safety  and  welfare  of  the  residents  of 
Sheffield  by  preserving  the  existing  and  potential  groundwa- 
ter and  surface  water  resources  of  the  town  and  by  protecting 
the  community  from  any  structure  or  land  use  which  may 
reduce  the  quantity  or  quality  of  its  water  supply  resources 

14.2  Definitions 

As  used  in  this  Article,  the  following  terms  shall  have  the 

meanings  indicated: 

Aquifer:  A  geologic  formation  composed  of  rock  or  sand 

and  gravel  that  contains  significant  amounts  of  potentially 

recoverable  potable  water. 

CMR:  Code  of  Massachusetts  Regulations 

DEP:  Massachusetts  Department  of  Environmental 

Protection 

EPA:  United  States  Environmental  Protection  Agency 

Groundwater:  All  water  found  beneath  the  surface  of  the 

ground. 

Hazardous  waste:  A  waste  which  is  injurious  to  human 

health  or  the  environment.  Hazardous  wastes  are  defined 

by  MGL  c.  21C  and  the  Massachusetts  Hazardous  Waste 
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Regulations,  310  CMR  30.010. 

Impervious  surface:  Materials  or  structures  on  or  above  the 
ground  that  do  not  allow  precipitation  to  infiltrate  directly 
to  the  underlying  soil.  This  includes,  but  is  not  limited  to, 
plastics,  concrete  and  asphalt. 

Leachable  wastes:  Waste  materials,  including  solid  wastes, 
sludges  and  pesticide  and  fertilizer  wastes  capable  of  releasing 
waterborne  contaminants  to  the  environment. 
MGL:  Massachusetts  General  Law 

Toxic  or  hazardous  materials:  Any  substance  or  mixture  of 
such  physical,  chemical  or  infectious  characteristics  that  could 
pose  a  significant  actual  or  potential  hazard  to  water  supplies 
or  other  hazard  to  human  health  if  it  were  discharged  onto 
the  land  or  into  the  waters  of  the  town.  Toxic  or  hazardous 
materials  include,  but  are  not  limited  to:  organic  chemicals; 
petroleum  products;  heavy  metals;  radioactive  or  infectious 
wastes;  acids;  alkalis;  pesticides;  solvents;  and  thinners  in 
quantities  greater  than  for  normal  household  use.  Toxic  and 
hazardous  materials  include  all  substances  defined  as  hazard- 
ous or  toxic  under  MGL  c.  21E  and  310  CMR  40.00.  The 
term  shall  not  include  oil. 

Very  small  quantity  generator:  Any  public  or  private  entity, 
other  than  residential,  which  produces  less  than  27  gallons 
(100  kilograms)  a  month  of  hazardous  waste  or  waste  oil,  but 
not  including  any  acutely  hazardous  waste  as  defined  in  310 
CMR  30.136. 

Watershed:  Lands  lying  adjacent  to  watercourses,  surface 
water  bodies  and  springs  which  create  the  catchment  or  drain- 
age areas  of  such  courses,  bodies  and  springs. 
Zone  I:  The  DEP  approved  protective  area  around  a  pub- 
lic water  system,  well,  well-field  or  spring,  as  defined  in  310 
CMR  22.00. 

Zone  II:  The  DEP  approved  area  of  an  aquifer  or  spring 
which  contributes  water  to  a  well  or  spring  under  the  most 
severe  pumping  and  recharge  conditions  that  can  be  realisti- 
cally anticipated  as  defined  in  310  CMR  22.00. 

14.3  Scope 

The  Water  Supply  Protection  District  is  an  overlay  district 
and  shall  be  superimposed  on  all  other  districts  established  in 
the  Sheffield  Zoning  By-laws.  All  regulations  of  the  Town  of 
Sheffield's  Zoning  By-laws  applicable  to  such  districts  shall 
remain  in  effect,  except  that  where  the  Water  Supply  Protec- 
tion District  imposes  additional  or  more  restrictive  regula- 
tions, such  regulations  shall  prevail. 

14.4  District  boundaries 

A.  The  Water  Supply  Protection  District  is  herein  estab- 
lished to  include  all  lands  classified  as  Zone  I  and  Zone 
II.  The  map  entitled  "Water  Supply  Protection  District 
—  Town  of  Sheffield,"  dated  March  16,  2006,  on  file  with 
the  Town  Clerk,  delineates  the  boundaries  of  the  district. 

B.  Where  the  boundaries  of  the  Water  Supply  Protection 

District  are  in  doubt  or  in  dispute,  the  burden  of  proof 
shall  be  upon  the  owner(s)  of  the  land  in  question  to  show 
where  they  should  properly  be  located.  At  the  request  of 
the  owner(s),  the  town  may  engage  a  professional  hydro- 


geologist  to  determine  more  accurately  the  location  and 
extent  of  a  Zone  I  or  Zone  II  boundary  and  may  charge 
the  owner(s)  for  all  or  part  of  the  cost  of  the  investigation. 
C.  Any  change  to  the  Water  Supply  Protection  District 
boundary  requires  town  meeting  approval. 

14.5  Split  lots 

Where  the  district  boundary  divides  any  lot  existing  at  the 
time  such  district  boundary  is  adopted,  the  regulations  of 
each  district  shall  apply  to  the  portion  of  the  lot  located  in 
that  district. 

14.6  Prohibited  uses 

The  following  uses  are  prohibited  within  the  Water  Supply 
Protection  District: 

A.  Facilities  that  generate,  treat,  store  or  dispose  of  hazard- 
ous wastes  that  are  subject  to  MGL  c.  21C  and  310  CMR 
30.00,  excluding: 

1.  Very  small  quantity  generators,  as  defined  by  310 
CMR  30.00; 

2.  Household  hazardous  waste  centers  and  events  as 
defined  by  310  CMR  30.390; 

3.  Waste  oil  retention  facilities  required  by  MGL  c.  21, 
§52A; 

4.  Water  remediation  treatment  works  approved  by  DEP 
for  the  treatment  of  contaminated  waters. 

B.  Petroleum,  fuel  oil,  and  heating  oil  bulk  stations  and 
terminals  including,  but  not  limited  to,  those  listed  under 
Standard  Industrial  Classification  (SIC)  codes  5983  and 
5171,  not  including  liquefied  petroleum  gas. 

C.  Landfills  and  open  dumps,  as  defined  in  310  CMR 
19.006. 

D.  Landfills  receiving  only  wastewater  residuals  and  /  or 
septage  residuals  including  those  approved  by  DEP  pur- 
suant to  MGL  c.21  §26  through  §53;  MGL  c.  Ill  §17; 
MGL  c.  83  §6  and  §7  and  accompanying  regulations  The 
storage  of  sludge  or  septage  is  prohibited  unless  such  stor- 
age is  in  compliance  with  310  CMR  32.30  and  310  CMR 
32.31. 

E.  Junk  and  salvage  yards,  including  automobile  graveyards 
and  junkyards  as  defined  in  MGL  c.  140B  §1. 

E  The  disposal  of  liquid  or  leachable  wastes,  except  for 
residential  subsurface  waste  disposal  systems,  normal 
agricultural  operations  and  business  or  industrial  uses 
which  involve  the  on-site  disposal  of  wastes  from  personal 
hygiene  and  food  preparation  for  patrons  and  employees. 

G.  The  dumping  and  disposal  of  snow  and  ice  removed 
from  outside  the  Water  Supply  Protection  District  that 
contains  sodium  chloride,  calcium  chloride,  chemically 
treated  abrasives  or  other  chemicals  used  for  snow  and  ice 
removal. 

H.  Discharge  to  the  ground  of  non-sanitary  wastewater 
including  industrial  and  commercial  process  waste  water 
except  that  the  following  shall  be  allowed: 

1.  The  replacement  or  repair  of  an  existing  system  that 
will  not  result  in  a  design  capacity  greater  than  the 
design  capacity  of  the  existing  system; 

2.  Treatment  works  approved  by  DEP  for  the  treatment 


of  contaminated  ground  or  surface  water  and  operated 
in  compliance  with  314  CMR  5.05(3)  or  5.05(13);  and 
3.    Publicly  owned  treatment  works. 

14.7  Special  permit  uses 

The  following  uses  may  be  allowed  by  special  permit  obtained 
from  the  Planning  Board: 

A.  The  storage  of  sodium  chloride,  chemically  treated  abra- 
sives or  other  chemicals  used  for  the  removal  of  ice  and 
snow,  provided  such  storage  is  within  a  structure  designed 
to  prevent  generation  and  escape  of  contaminated  runoff 
or  leachate. 

B.  The  storage  of  commercial  fertilizers,  pesticides,  herbi- 
cides or  soil  conditioners,  as  defined  in  M.G.L  c.  128,  §64, 
provided  such  storage  is  within  a  structure  designed  to 
prevent  the  generation  and  escape  of  contaminated  runoff 
or  leachable  wastes. 

C.  The  storage  of  animal  manures,  provided  such  storage  is 
covered  or  contained  in  accordance  with  the  specifications 
of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  Natural 
Resources  Conservation  Service. 

D.  The  storage  of  liquid  hazardous  materials  as  defined  in 
MGL  c.  21E  and  /  or  liquid  petroleum  products.  Said 
storage  must  either  be: 

1.  In  a  freestanding  container  on  an  impervious  surface 
within  a  building  or; 

2.  In  a  freestanding  container  on  an  impervious  surface 
above  ground  level  in  an  area  that  has  a  spill  or  leak 
containment  system.  The  capacity  of  the  containment 
system  must  be  designed  and  operated  to  hold  the 
greater  of: 

10%  of  the  sum  total  of  the  size  of  all  the  containers  if 
there  are  several  containers;  or 
110%  of  the  largest  container's  storage  capacity. 
(Example:  There  are  40  tanks  at  50  gallons  per  tank  and 
1  tank  at  100  gallons.  The  containment  would  need 
to  be  the  larger  of  10%  of  2100  gallons  (40  tanks  x  50 
gallons  plus  1  tank  at  100  gallons),  which  equals  210 
gallons,  or  110%  of  1  tank  x  100  gallon,  which  equals 
110  gallons.  In  this  case  the  containment  would  need  to 
hold  210  gallons.) 

The  storage  of  liquid  hazardous  materials  and  /  or 
liquid  petroleum  products  which  is  incidental  to  any 
normal  household  use  is  allowed  by  right. 

14.8  Special  permit  requirements 

The  applicant  shall  follow  all  special  permit  requirements  con- 
tained in  Article  6.  In  addition  to  the  site  plan  requirements 
specified  in  Article  6,  the  site  plan  shall  include  the  following 
information: 

A.  A  complete  list  of  chemicals,  pesticides,  herbicides,  fuels 
or  other  potentially  hazardous  materials  to  be  used  or 
stored  on  the  premises  in  quantities  greater  than  those 
associated  with  normal  household  use. 

B.  Those  businesses  using  or  storing  such  hazardous  materi- 
als shall  file  a  hazardous  materials  management  plan  with 
the  Planning  Board,  Fire  Chief,  and  Board  of  Health 
which  shall  include: 

1.  Provisions  to  protect  against  the  discharge  of  haz- 
ardous materials  or  wastes  to  the  environment  due 
to  spillage,  accidental  damage,  corrosion,  leakage  or 


vandalism,  including  spill  containment  and  clean  up 
procedures. 

2.  Provisions  for  indoor,  secured,  storage  of  hazardous 
materials  and  wastes  with  impervious  floor  surfaces. 

3.  Evidence  of  compliance  with  the  Regulations  of  the 
Massachusetts  Hazardous  Waste  Management  Act 
310  CMR  30,  including  obtaining  an  EPA  identifica- 
tion number  from  the  DEP 

4.  Proposed  down-gradient  location(s)  for  ground  water 
monitoring  well  (s)  should  the  Planning  Board  deem 
the  activity  a  potential  groundwater  threat. 

C.  Drainage  recharge  features  and  provisions  to  prevent  loss 
of  recharge. 

D.  Provisions  to  control  soil  erosion  and  sedimentation,  soil 
compaction,  and  to  prevent  seepage  from  sewer  pipes. 

14.9  Additional  requirements  for  a  special  permit  in  the 
Water  Supply  Protection  District 

A.  The  Planning  Board  shall  follow  all  special  permit  proce- 
dures contained  in  Article  6  of  the  By-laws.  In  addition 
the  Planning  Board  shall  distribute  copies  of  all  applica- 
tion materials  to  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  Conserva- 
tion Commission,  each  of  which  shall  review  the  applica- 
tion, and  following  a  vote,  shall  submit  recommendations 
and  comments  to  the  Planning  Board.  Failure  of  boards 
to  make  recommendations  within  20  days  of  distribution 
of  the  application  materials  shall  be  deemed  to  be  a  lack  of 
opposition.  One  copy  of  the  application  shall  be  transmit- 
ted to  the  Town  Clerk  for  viewing  by  the  public  during 
office  hours. 

B.  The  Planning  Board  may  grant  the  required  special 
permit  only  upon  finding  that  the  proposed  use  meets  the 
following  standards  and  those  set  forth  in  Article  6  of  the 
By-laws.  The  proposed  use  must: 

1.  Not,  during  construction  or  thereafter,  adversely  affect 
the  existing  or  potential  quality  or  quantity  of  water 
that  is  available  in  the  Water  Supply  Protection  Dis- 
trict, and; 

2.  Be  designed  to  avoid  substantial  disturbance  of  the 
soils,  topography,  drainage,  vegetation  and  other  water- 
related  natural  characteristics  of  the  site  to  be  devel- 
oped. 

C.  The  Planning  Board  shall  not  grant  a  special  permit  un- 
der this  section  unless  the  petitioners  application  materi- 
als include,  in  the  Board's  opinion,  sufficiently  detailed, 
definite  and  credible  information  to  support  positive  find- 
ings in  relation  to  the  standards  given  in  this  section. 

14.10  Minimum  lot  size 

All  uses  shall  comply  with  the  dimensional  requirements  of 
the  underlying  district  as  specified  in  Article  5  of  the  Sheffield 
Zoning  By-laws,  except  that  in  those  areas  within  the  Water 
Supply  Protection  District  shown  as  Zone  I  on  the  Sheffield 
Zoning  Map,  all  uses  shall  require  the  larger  of  the  lot  size  in 
the  underlying  district  or  a  minimum  lot  size  of  not  less  than 
two  (2)  acres  [eighty-seven  thousand  one  hundred  rwentv 
(87,120)  square  feet.] 

14.11  Drainage 

To  the  extent  possible,  all  runoff  from  impervious  surfat 
from  all  uses  shall  be  recharged  on  the  site  by  storm  water 
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infiltration  basins  or  similar  systems  covered  with  natural  veg- 
etation or  by  being  diverted  toward  areas  covered  by  vegeta- 
tion for  surface  infiltration. 

The  creation  of  impervious  surface  of  more  than  fifteen 
percent  (15%)  or  2,500  square  feet,  whichever  is  greater,  of 
the  area  of  any  lot  is  prohibited  unless  a  system  for  groundwa- 
ter recharge  is  in  place  which  does  not  degrade  groundwater 
quality. 

For  non-residential  uses,  said  groundwater  recharge  system 
shall  be  by  storm  water  infiltration  basins  or  similar  system 
covered  with  natural  vegetation.  Dry  wells  shall  be  used 
only  where  other  methods  are  infeasible.  All  such  basins  and 
wells  shall  include  oil,  grease,  and  sediment  traps  to  facilitate 
removal  of  contamination. 

Any  and  all  recharge  areas  shall  be  permanently  maintained  in 
full  working  order  by  the  owner. 

(2)  Amend  the  Sheffield  Zoning  Map  to  incorporate  the  Water  Sup- 
ply Protection  District  as  shown  on  the  map  labeled  "Water  Supply 
Protection  District  -  Town  of  Sheffield"  dated  March  16,  2006  on 
file  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

ARTICLE  26:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the 
Town  of  Sheffield  Zoning  By-laws  by  making  the  following 
change: 

(1)  Add  the  following  paragraph  to  existing  Article  1,  §  6  Penalty: 
In  addition  to  the  provisions  for  enforcement  of  the  Zoning  By- 
laws described  herein,  the  provisions  of  the  Zoning  By-laws  may 
also  be  enforced  by  and  in  the  discretion  of  the  Building  Inspec- 
tor, by  a  noncriminal  complaint  filed  in  the  District  Court  pursu- 
ant to  the  provisions  of  MGL  c.  40  §21D.  Each  day  that  a  viola- 
tion continues  10  days  after  notice  of  violation  has  been  given 
shall  constitute  a  separate  offense.  The  penalty  for  violation  of 
any  provision  of  the  Zoning  By-laws  pursuant  to  this  paragraph 
shall  be  twenty-five  dollars  ($25.00)  for  the  first  offense;  fifty 
dollars  ($50.00)  dollars  for  the  second  offense;  and  seventy-five 
dollars  ($75.00)  for  the  third  and  each  subsequent  offense. 

ARTICLE  27:  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the 
Town  of  Sheffield  Zoning  By-laws  by  making  the  following 
changes: 

(1)  Add  the  following  to  Article  3  Section  1: 

Adult  Entertainment  Overlay  District  (AEOD). 

District  Purpose:  The  Adult  Entertainment  Overlay  District 
(AEOD)  is  intended  to  provide  a  regulated  and  specific  location 
for  Adult  Entertainment  uses,  consistent  with  Federal  and  Com- 
monwealth of  Massachusetts  law,  including  but  not  limited  to  adult 
bookstore,  adult  motion  picture  theater,  adult  paraphernalia  store, 
adult  video  store  and  establishments  which  display  live  nudity. 

(2)  Add  the  following  to  Article  3  Section  2: 

e.  Adult  Entertainment  Overlay  District  (AEOD). 

1.  Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  Great  Barrington  Town  Line 


300  feet  easterly  of  West  Road;  thence  in  a  southerly  direction 
parallel  to  said  West  Road  to  Lime  Kiln  Road;  thence  easterly  on 
Lime  Kiln  Road  to  Route  7;  thence  easterly  to  the  Housatonic 
River;  thence  northerly  along  the  Housatonic  River  to  the  Great 
Barrington  Town  Line;  thence  westerly  along  said  town  line  to 
the  place  of  beginning.  The  map  entitled  "Adult  Entertainment 
Overlay  District  -  Town  of  Sheffield",  dated  February  17,  2006 
on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk,  delineates  the  boundaries  of  the 
district. 

(3)  Add  the  following  new  Article  13: 
Article  13.  Adult  Entertainment. 

13.1  Authority  to  Regulate. 

This  section  is  enacted  pursuant  to  MGL  c.  40A,  §  9A  and 
pursuant  to  the  Town's  authority  under  the  Home  Rule  Amend- 
ment to  the  Massachusetts  Constitution  to  serve  the  compelling 
Town  interest  of  regulating  the  location  of  and  preventing  the 
clustering  and  concentration  of  Adult  Entertainment  uses  as 
defined  and  designated  herein. 

13.2  Purpose  and  Intent. 

The  purpose  and  intent  of  this  Section  is  to  address  and  mitigate 
the  secondary  effect  of  the  Adult  Entertainment  uses  and  busi- 
nesses referenced  herein.  The  provisions  of  this  Section  are  not 
intended  to  impose  a  limitation  or  restriction  on  the  content  of 
any  communicative  matter  or  materials,  including  sexually  ori- 
ented matter  or  materials.  The  provisions  of  this  Section  are  not 
intended  to  restrict  or  deny  access  by  adults  to  Adult  Entertain- 
ment uses  or  to  sexually  oriented  matter  or  material  protected 
by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  of  America  or  by  the 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts,  nor  to  restrict  or  deny  rights 
that  distributors  or  exhibitors  of  such  matter  or  materials  may 
have  to  sell,  rent,  distribute  or  exhibit  such  matter  or  materials. 
Neither  is  it  the  purpose  or  intent  of  this  Section  to  legalize  the 
sale,  rental,  distribution  or  exhibition  of  obscene  or  other  illegal 
matter  or  materials. 

13.3  Regulation  of  Adult  Entertainment. 

1.  "Adult  Entertainment",  as  defined  in  this  By-Law,  shall  be 
permitted  only  in  the  Adult  Entertainment  Overlay  District 
(AEOD),  upon  the  issuance  of  a  special  permit  from  the  Plan- 
ning Board  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Article  6  of  this 
By-Law. 

In  addition,  the  application  for  a  special  permit  for  an  Adult 
Entertainment  use  shall  include  the  following  information: 
name  and  address  of  the  legal  owner  of  the  proposed  establish- 
ment; name  and  address  of  all  persons  having  a  lawful  owner- 
ship, equity  or  security  interest  in  the  proposed  establishment; 
a  sworn  statement  that  neither  the  applicant,  owner,  nor  any 
person  having  a  lawful  ownership,  equity  or  security  interest  in 
the  proposed  establishment  has  been  convicted  of  violating  the 
provisions  of  MGL  c.119,  §  63  or  MGL  c.  272,  §  28;  name  and 
address  of  the  manager  of  the  proposed  establishment;  proposed 
provisions  for  security;  number  of  employees;  and  proposed 
physical  layout  of  the  interior  of  the  proposed  establishment. 


Any  change  in  the  lawful  ownership,  equity  or  security  interest 
in  the  proposed  or  approved  establishment  shall  be  provided 
to  the  Planning  Board  in  writing  within  sixty  (60)  days  of  such 
change  and  shall  include  a  sworn  statement  that  no  one  now 
listed  as  having  a  lawful  ownership,  equity  or  security  interest  in 
the  proposed  or  approved  establishment  has  been  convicted  of 
violating  the  provisions  of  MGL  c.  119,  §  63  or  MGL  c.  272,  § 
28. 

2.  Any  Adult  Entertainment  use  as  defined  herein  may  not 
be  located  within  750  feet  of:  (1)  any  boundary  line  of  the 
any  Town  district  whose  use  includes  the  defined  purpose  of 
residential  and  so  includes  the  Town's  Rural  District;  (2)  any 
religious  facility,  private  or  public  school;  public  library  or  day- 
care facility;  (3)  any  public  playground,  park  or  recreational  area 
or  youth  center;  or  (4)  any  other  Adult  Entertainment  establish- 
ment as  defined  herein. 

3.  The  Planning  Board  may  impose  reasonable  conditions,  safe- 
guards and  limitations,  as  it  deems  appropriate  for  the  protec- 
tion of  public  health,  safety  and  welfare. 

4.  No  Adult  Entertainment  special  permit  shall  be  issued  to  any 
person  convicted  of  violating  the  provisions  of  MGL  c.  11 9,  §  63 
or  MGL  c.  272,  §  28. 

13.4  Dimensional  Requirements  of  Adult  Entertainment. 

1.  The  750  foot  distance  requirement  specified  above  shall  be 
measured  by  a  straight  line  from  the  nearest  property  line  of  the 
premise  on  which  the  proposed  Adult  Entertainment  use  is  to 
be  located  to  the  nearest  boundary  of  the  Town  District  defined 
herein  or  to  the  nearest  property  line  of  any  of  the  other  desig- 
nated uses  set  forth  above. 

2.  Structures  associated  with  an  Adult  Entertainment  use  shall 
conform  to  dimensional  regulations  of  the  Commercial  District 
except  as  modified  herein. 

3.  A  five  (5)  foot  high  solid  fence  or  a  landscaped  buffer  of  ev- 
ergreen trees  or  shrubs  five  (5)  foot  high  at  the  time  of  planting 
shall  be  provided  and  maintained  along  the  front  of  the  property 
line.  The  special  permit  granting  authority  may  require  addi- 
tional screening,  if  deemed  necessary. 

4.  All  Adult  Entertainment  Uses  shall  have  a  maximum  gross 
floor  area  or  5,500  square  feet. 

5.  Not  more  than  one  structure  to  be  used  for  Adult  Entertain- 
ment shall  be  located  on  any  one  lot. 

13.5  Zoning  Requirements  of  Adult  Entertainment. 

1.  All  building  openings,  entries  and  windows  shall  be  screened 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent  visual  access  by  the  public  to  the 
interior  of  the  Adult  Entertainment  establishment. 

2.  No  Adult  Entertainment  use  shall  be  allowed  to  display  for 
advertisement  or  other  purpose  any  signs,  placards  or  other  like 
materials  to  the  general  public  on  the  exterior  of  the  building 
or  on  the  interior  where  the  same  may  be  seen  through  glass  or 
other  like  transparent  materials  of  any  sexually  explicit  figures  or 
words  as  defined  in  MGL  c.  272,  §  31. 


3.  No  Adult  Entertainment  use  shall  be  allowed  to  disseminate 
or  offer  to  disseminate  adult  matter  or  paraphernalia  to  minors 
or  suffer  minors  to  view  displays  or  linger  on  the  premises. 

4.  No  Adult  Entertainment  use  shall  be  allowed  within  a  build- 
ing containing  other  retail,  consumer  or  residential  use(s)  or  be 
used  as  an  Accessory  Use  or  Accessory  Structures  as  defined  in 
Town  By-Laws. 

5.  No  Adult  Entertainment  use  shall  be  allowed  within  a  shop- 
ping center,  shopping  plaza  or  mall. 

6.  The  proposed  Adult  Entertainment  use  shall  comply  with  all 
on-site  parking  requirements  set  forth  in  Section  5.3  with  the  ex- 
ception that  all  such  parking  must  be  located  in  the  front  of  the 
building  between  the  building  and  the  screening  specified  above. 

7.  No  Adult  Entertainment  use  shall  have  any  flashing  lights 
visible  from  outside  the  establishment.  In  addition,  a  maximum 
permitted  sound  level  of  55  decibels  (dB(A))  during  the  hours 
of  7  a.m.  to  7  p.m.  and  50  decibels  (dB(A))  during  the  hours  of 
7  p.m.  to  7  a.m.  as  measured  at  any  point  beyond  the  boundary 
line  of  the  lot  where  the  use  is  located.  Intermittent,  irregular 
noise  and  noise  resulting  from  temporary  construction  activities 
occurring  between  the  hours  of  7  a.m.  and  7  p.m.  shall  be  exempt 
from  these  noise  requirements. 

8.  All  Adult  Entertainment  use  signage  shall  conform  to  require- 
ments specified  in  §  2.24  and  Article  11  with  the  additional 
requirements  that  no  sign  shall  contain  any  sexually  explicit 
figures  or  words  as  defined  in  MGL  c.  272,  §  13,  that  no  Adult 
Entertainment  use  may  have  a  freestanding  accessory  sign  and 
no  signage  will  be  allowed  on  the  building. 

9.  No  Adult  Entertainment  use  shall  be  established  prior  to 
submission  and  approval  of  a  site  plan  to  the  Planning  Board  as 
per  §  6.7  and  with  the  additional  requirements  that  the  site  plan 
shall  depict  all  existing  and  proposed  building(s),  parking  spaces, 
driveways,  service  areas,  landscaping  and  open  uses.  The  site  plan 
shall  show  the  distances  between  the  proposed  Adult  Entertain- 
ment use  and  the  boundary  of  the  Town's  Rural  District  and  the 
property  line  of  each  of  the  uses  set  forth  in  §  13.3.2  . 

13.6  Expiration. 

A  special  permit  to  conduct  an  Adult  Entertainment  use  shall 
expire  after  a  period  of  two  calendar  years  on  the  date  of  special 
permit  issuance  and  shall  be  renewable  for  successive  two-year 
periods  thereafter,  provided  a  request  for  such  renewal  is  received 
in  writing  prior  to  said  expiration  date  and  that  no  objection  to 
said  renewal  is  made  and  sustained  by  the  Planning  Board  as 
Special  Permit  Granting  Authority. 

13.7  Separability. 

The  invalidity  of  any  Section  or  provision  of  this  Bv-Law  shall 
not  invalidate  any  other  Section  or  provision  herein. 

(4)  Add  the  following  to  Article  2  Definitions  in  alphabetical  se- 
quence and  in  keeping  with  Article  numbering: 
Adult  Bookstore:  An  establishment  having  as  a  substantial  or 
significant  portion  of  its  stock  in  trade,  books,  magazines,  and 
other  matter  which  are  distinguished  or  characterized  bv  the 


Town  Meeting   Warrant 
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It  was  decided  to  put  off  the  General 
Zoning  Bylaw  reformatting  to  a 
special  town  meeting  later  this  year. 


their  emphasis  depicting,  describing,  or  relating  to  sexual  con- 
duct or  sexual  excitement  as  denned  in  MGL  c.  272,  §  31. 
Adult  motion  picture  theater:  An  enclosed  building  used  for 
presenting  material  distinguished  by  an  emphasis  on  matter 
depicting,  describing,  or  relating  to  sexual  conduct  or  sexual 
excitement  as  defined  in  MGL  c.  272,  §  31. 
Adult  paraphernalia  store:  An  establishment  having  as  a  sub- 
stantial or  significant  portion  of  its  stock  devices,  objects,  tools, 
or  toys  which  are  distinguished  or  characterized  by  their  as- 
sociation with  sexual  activity,  including  sexual  conduct  or  sexual 
excitement  as  defined  in 
MGL  c.  272,  §31. 

Adult  video  store:  An  establishment  having  as  a  substantial  or 
significant  portion  of  its  stock  in  trade,  videos,  movies,  or  other 
film  material  which  are  distinguished  or  characterized  by  their 
emphasis  depicting,  describing,  or  relating  to  sexual  conduct  or 
sexual  excitement  as  defined  in  MGL  c.  272,  §  31. 
Establishments  which  display  live  nudity:  Any  establishment 
which  provides  live  entertainment  for  its  patrons,  which  includes 
the  display  of  nudity,  as  that  term  is  defined  in  MGL  c.  272,  §  31. 
(5)  Amend  the  Sheffield  Zoning  Map  to  incorporate  the  Adult 
Entertainment  Overlay  District  as  shown  on  the  map  labeled  "Adult 
Entertainment  Overlay  District  -  Town  of  Sheffield",  dated  Febru- 
ary 17,  2006  on  file  with  the  Town  Clerk. 

ARTICLE  28:    To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  amend  the 
Town  of  Sheffield  Zoning  By-Laws  by  making  the  following 
changes: 

1)  Change  Section  12.  1.8.  Application  Requirements,  the 
last  sentence  of  first  paragraph  which  reads  "One  or  both  of  two 
kinds  of  Special  Permits  are  required:"  to  now  read  "The  follow- 
ing Special  Permits  are  required"  and  add  the  following  new 
language:  "12.1.8.3  For  the  initial  installation  or  subsequent 
co-location  of  a  Personal  Wireless  Service  Facility  on  an  exist- 
ing tower  not  covered  under  12.1.8.1,  Applicant  must  submit 
all  information  required  in  §  12.1.8. A. 1.  a  &  k;  §  12.1.8.A.2; 
§  12.1.8.B.  1  -  9j  §  12.1.8.B.10.  c  -  d ." 

2)  Change  Section  12.1.13    Bonds,  Indemnities  and  Insur- 
ance, Section  title  to  "Section  12.1.13  Bonds  and  Insurance" 
and  in  12.1. 13. B,  delete  the  following  in  its  entirety":l)  an 
agreement  from  each  of  the  owners  and  operators  of  such 
equipment  indemnifying  the  Town  of  Sheffield  and  its  of- 
ficers, agents,  boards  and  employees  on  terms  satisfactory  to 
the  SPGA  against  all  liability,  cost  and  expense  (including 
legal  fees  and  expenses)  incurred  in  connection  with  the  con- 
struction, operation  and  removal  of  such  equipment;  and  2)" 

3)  Change  Section  12.1.14.  A.l  which  reads  "$3,500.00  for 
each  Tower/ Facility  construction,  or"  to  read  "$3500.00  for 
each  Tower  and  initial  Personal  Wireless  Service  Facility  con- 
struction or",  change  12.1. 14.  A. 2  which  now  reads  "$750.00  for 
each  Repeater  or  subsequent  co-location  of,  or  on,  a  Facility"  to 
read  "$750.00  for  each  subsequent  Personal  Wireless  Service 
Facility,  each  Repeater,  or  each  Major  Modification  of  an  Exist- 
ing Facility  or  Repeater."  and  add  the  following  new  language: 
"B.  The  Applicant  is  responsible  for  the  fees  of  Independent 


Consultants  as  set  forth  in  §  12.1.5". 

4)  Delete  Section  12.1.15  Permit  Expiration  and  Renewal  in 
its  entirety. 

5)  Renumber  "12.1.16  Transfers"  as  "12.1.15  Transfers". 

6)  Replace  in  Section  12.1.3  Definitions,  in  the  definition 
Major  Modification  of  An  Existing  Facility,  the  phrase  "Section 
12.1.1"  with  "§  12.1" 

7)  Replace  in  Section  12.1. 10.C  Approval  Criteria,  the  phrase 
"Section  12.1.1"  with  "§  12.1" 

You  are  also  directed  to  notify  and  warn  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Sheffield,  qualified  to  vote  in  Town  elections,  to  meet 
in  the  Town  Hall  on  Depot  Street  in  Sheffield  on  Monday,  May 
8,  2006  at  9:00  AM  then  and  there  to  bring  in  their  votes  for  the 
election  of  the  following  Town  Officers: 

One  Moderator  for  one  year         One  Selectman  for  three  years 
One  Library  Trustee  for  three  years       Two  Planning  Board 

members  for  three  years 

All  of  said  officers  to  be  voted  for  on  the  official  ballots  furnished 
at  the  polls.  The  polls  will  be  opened  at  9:00  AM  and  closed  at 
7:00  PM. 

You  are  directed  to  serve  this  Warrant  by  posting  an  attested 
copy  in  seven  public  places  in  the  Town,  not  less  than  seven  days 
before  the  date  of  said  meeting. 

Hereof  Fail  not,  and  make  return  of  this  Warrant  to  the 
Town  Clerk,  with  your  doings  thereon,  at  or  before  the  time  of 
said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hands  and  the  Seal  of  the  Town  of  Sheffield 
this  seventeenth  day  of  April  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Two  Thou- 
sand and  Six. 

BOARD  OF  SELECTMEN: 


Janet  G.  Stanton        David  D.  Macy        Julie  M.  Hannum 


In  obedience  to  the  within  Warrant,  I  have  notified  and 
warned  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town  of  Sheffield  qualified 
to  vote  in  Town  or  State  Elections  and  Primaries  by  post- 
ing seven  attested  copies  of  said  warrant  in  seven  public 
places  at  least  seven  days  prior  to  said  election. 

ATTEST: 


TOWN  CLERK 


CONSTABLE 


DATE 
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Summaries  of  Special  Warrant  Articles 


SPECIAL  ZONING  PROPOSALS  ON  THE  WARRANT 

The  following  four  special  proposals  relating  to  zoning  are  on 
the  warrant  for  the  May  1  Town  Meeting.  As  is  the  case  with 
all  changes  in  the  zoning  by-laws,  the  favorable  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  voters  present  at  the  meeting  is  required  to  adopt 
each  of  the  proposals. 

Adult  Entertainment  By-law 

Under  the  "free  speech"  amendment  to  the  U.S.  Constitution, 
adult  entertainment  establishments  may  be  located  in  any  part 
of  Sheffield  unless  the  town  has  adopted  a  by-law  regulating 
such  establishments  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the  amend- 
ment. The  proposed  new  by-law  would  subject  such  estab- 
lishments to  the  Planning  Board's  special  permit  procedures, 
restrict  them  to  a  part  of  the  town's  northern  Commercial  Dis- 
trict bounded  by  the  Housatonic  River  to  the  east,  Lime  Kiln 
Road  to  the  south,  West  Road  to  the  west  and  the  Sheffield/ 
Great  Barrington  border  to  the  north  and  require  that  they  be 
located  at  least  750  feet  froom  any  Rural  District  boundary 
or  any  religious,  school,  library,  public  playground,  daycare  or 
youth  center  facility  or  any  other  adult  entertainment  establish- 
ment. It  would  also  regulate  such  things  as  noise  levels,  signs, 
parking  and  the  size  of  the  establishment's  premises  and  would 
require  the  screening  of  adult  entertainment  from  public  view. 
In  addition,  the  Planning  Board  would  be  authorized  to  impose 
reasonable  conditions,  safeguards  and  limitations  on  such  busi- 
nesses to  protect  the  public  health,  safety  and  welfare. 

Cell  Tower  By-law  Amendment 

It  is  proposed  that  the  town's  existing  cell  tower  by-law  be 
amended  to  update  and  clarify  the  requirements  for  applica- 
tions by  cell  phone  service  providers  for  special  permits  to 
install  initial  or  additional  facilities  or  repeaters  on  an  existing 
tower,  and  delete  certain  indemnification  requirements  and 
redundant  provisions  relating  to  special  permit  expirations  and 
renewals.  It  would  also  renumber  sections  in  the  by-law  and 
correct  some  typographical  errors.. 

Water  Supply  Protection  District  By-law  Amendment 

The  original  by-law  was  adopted  in  1991  and  prohibits  or 
regulates  certain  land  uses  in  the  interests  of  protecting  and 
preserving  the  quality  and  quantity  of  our  water  resources.  This 
amendment  would  update  the  language  of  the  by-law  to  reflect 
current  water  protection  practices  and  make  it  consistent  and  in 
compliance  with  current  federal  and  state  laws  and  regulations. 

Non-Criminal  Disposition  of  Zoning  Violations 

Currently,  in  order  to  collect  fines  for  violations  of  the  town's 
zoning  by-laws,  the  building  inspector  must  go  through  cum- 
bersome, time  consuming  and  costly  court  proceedings  which 
inconvenience  both  the  inspector  and  the  property  owner. 
Also,  if  convicted,  the  violator  would  have  a  criminal  record. 
Adoption  of  this  amendment  to  the  general  zoning  by-laws 
would  give  the  inspector  the  option  to  issue  something  like  a 


parking  ticket  for  violations.  This  would  be  easier  and  simpler 
for  both  parties. 

OTHER  SPECIAL  ITEMS  ON  THE  WARRANT 

The  following  additional  items  are  on  the  Warrant.  A  simple 
majority  of  the  voters  present  at  the  Town  Meeting  is  required 
for  their  adoption. 

Senior  Center  site 

This  proposal  relates  to  a  site  for  a  new  Senior  Center.  If 
approved,  the  Sheffield  Post  Home,  Inc.,  the  land  holding 
company  of  Sheffield's  American  Legion  Post,  would  transfer 
part  of  the  Legion  property  on  Route  7  (the  location  of  the 
large  green  Korean  War  vintage  cannon)  to  the  town  for  a  new 
Senior  Center  to  be  constructed.  In  return,  the  town  would 
agree  to,  among  other  things,  take  care  of  the  lawn,  pay  for  the 
Post's  utilities,  blacktop  and  maintain  the  parking  lot  and  store 
medical  rehabilitation  equipment  currently  located  in  a  shed 
that  would  be  removed  to  make  way  for  the  Senior  Center.  The 
parking  lot  would  be  shared  by  the  Legion  and  the  Senior  Cen- 
ter. If  the  Post  is  dissolved,  the  real  estate  and  structures  then 
owned  by  it  would  be  transferred  to  the  town. 

Agricultural  Commission 

Under  this  proposal,  an  Agricultural  Commission  would  be 
established  to  serve  as  a  resource  for  the  town  and  farmers 
on  issues  affecting  agriculture,  including  viability,  community 
outreach  and  the  protection  of  agricultural  land.  The  Commis- 
sion is  another  step  in  the  implementation  of  the  master  plan, 
and  ia  a  follow-up  to  the  right  to  farm  by-law  passed  at  last 
year's  town  meeting.  The  Dept.  of  Agricultural  Resources  has 
been  assisting  communities  across  the  state  in  creating  commis- 
sions. There  are  twenty-six  already  in  western  Massachusetts 
(including  Alford  and  Monterey)  with  over  two  dozen  more 
proposed  (including  Egremont,  Gt.  Barrington  and  W  Stock- 
bridge).  State-wide  there  are  over  50  commissions  with  that 
number  expected  to  double  by  the  end  of  the  year.  Planning  for 
agriculture  and  having  a  Commission  also  helps  put  Sheffield 
in  a  better  position  to  obtain  state  funding  for  .1  whole  range  ot 
initiatives  including  municipal  capital  improvements  .md  land 
conservation. 
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Candidates-ata-Glance 


Board  of  Selectmen 

Term:  Three  Years;  Candidates:  Two — Jim  Collingwood  and  Richard  Kirchner 
Seats  open:  One 


Jim  Collingwood 

Jim  Colling- 
wood previously 
served  on  the 
Board  of  Select- 
men froml958 
untill966  and  he 
was  Chairman 
for  seven  of  those 
years. 

Long  active  in  town  government,  Jim 
has  served  on  the  Zoning  Board  of  Appeals 
almost  from  its  inception  in  the  1980s,  first 
as  a  member,  then  as  Chairman  until  2004 
and  now  as  an  alternate.  He  also  served  for 
nine  years  on  the  Finance  Committee  and 
six  years  on  the  Southern  Berkshire  Re- 
gional School  District  School  Committee. 

Other  past  community  responsibili- 
ties include  Corporator  and  Trustee  of  the 
Great  Barrington  Savings  Bank  for  twenty- 
nine  years  (until  it  merged  with  Berkshire 
Bank),  Trustee  of  Old  Parish  Church  in 
Sheffield,  and  Director  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Sheffield  Cub  Scouts.  Jim  is  a  member  of 
the  Sheffield  Grange  and  the  American  Le- 
gion and  has  been  involved  for  over  twenty 
five  years. 

Born  in  Holyoke,  MA,  Jim  graduated 
from  Deerfield  Academy  in  1945  and  from 
the  Stockbridge  School  of  Agriculture, 
at  UMass  Amherst,  in  1947.  He  moved 
to  Sheffield  in  1949  and  married  Betty 
Markham  in  1952.  He  has  owned  and  oper- 
ated his  own  business  in  Sheffield,  Colling- 
wood Transport  Inc.  since  1958.  He  has 
three  sons,  two  of  whom  live  in  Ashley  Falls 
and  one  in  Pittsfield.  One  son  also  operates 
his  own  business  in  Sheffield.  Jim  has  five 
grandsons,  one  granddaughter  and  three 
step  grandchildren.  His  wife  Betty  died  in 
March  2005. 

Jim  is  a  registered  Republican.  He  is 
running  for  the  Board  of  Selectmen  because 
he  has  the  time  to  devote  to  the  job,  he 
knows  the  town  well  and  he  believes  he  "can 
make  a  difference."  Among  the  things  he 
hopes  to  accomplish  are  the  following:  1) 
the  expansion  and  blacktopping  of  the  town 
hall  parking  lot,  including  the  removal  of  the 
old  barn  just  north  of  Town  Hall,  to  allow 


for  increased  parking,  (2)  the  construction 
of  a  senior  center  on  the  American  Legion 
site  and  (3)  the  change  from  appointment  to 
election  of  more  town  personnel,  including 
members  of  the  School  Committee. 

Richard  Kirchner 
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Richard  Kirchner, 
with  the  excep- 
tion of  elections 
in  1977  and 
2005,  has  served 
on  the  Board  of 
Selectmen  for  30 
years. 

Dick  has 

been  a  resident  of  Sheffield  for  57  years. 
He  has  been  employed  by  the  Board  of 
Health  as  the  Title  5  Sanitation  Inspector 
since  1970.  As  an  inspector  he  is  respon- 
sible for  the  witnessing  of  septic  systems 
and  soil  evaluations  under  Title  5. 

Dick  is  a  member  of  the  American 
Legion  in  Sheffield,  the  Veterans  of  For- 
eign Wars  post  in  Great  Barrington  and  a 
lifetime  member  of  the  Berkshire  County 
Selectmen's  Association. 

Born  in  Pittsfield,  Dick  grew  up  in 


Richard  Kirchner  profile,  contd. 
Egremont.  After  graduating  from  Searles 
High  School  and  serving  in  the  army  from 
1944  to  1946  he  settled  in  Sheffield  and 
married  Margery  Curtis.  They  have  four 
adult  children,  two  of  whom  currendy  live  in 
Sheffield,  seven  grandchildren  and  five  great 
grandchildren.  For  many  years  Dick  worked 
for  Gilligan  Brothers.  Since  1988  he  has 
been  self-employed  as  a  mason  and  handy- 
man. He  also  monitors  the  parking  lot  for 
the  Berkshire  Bank  in  Great  Barrington. 
He  is  the  former  owner  of  the  Village  Green 
Restaurant  and  the  Sheffield  Wine  Cellar. 

Dick  is  a  registered  Democrat.  He 
is  running  for  election  because  he  is  semi- 
retired  and'has  the  time  and  energy  to  do 
what  the  job  requires."  He  is  grateful  we 
have  "a  smooth-running  town  hall." 

Dick  promises,  if  elected,  to  check  in 
at  our  municipal  offices  daily.  He  is  pleased 
that  the  Sheffield  Business  Park  is  "off  to 
a  good  start,"  but  is  concerned  about  the 
lack  of  affordable  housing.  "I  hope,"  he  says, 
"we  can  find  places  for  the  employees  of 
businesses  in  the  Park  to  live."  A  personal 
priority  for  him  would  be  to  work  with  the 
Planning  Board  and  the  Implementation 
Advisory  Committee  to  seek  solutions  to 
this  problem.  In  particular,  he  wonders  if 
it  might  be  possible  to  create  apartments 
in  some  of  our  town's  fine  old  houses.  The 
development  of  the  Senior  Center  on  the 
American  Legion  grounds  is  also  very  im- 
portant for  him. 


Library  Trustee 

Term:  Three  years;  Candidates:  One — Betty  LeGeyt;  Seats  open:  One 


Betty  LeGeyt 

Betty  LeGeyt  is  the 
unopposed  incum- 
bent candidate  for 
re-election  to  the 
Board  of  Library 
Trustees  where 
she  has  served  for 
twelve  years. 
Betty  grew 
up  in  Lynn,  Massachusetts  and  attended 
Boston  University.  She  moved  to  Sheffield 
in  1963  to  be  the  minister  at  the  Sheffield 
and  Ashley  Falls  Methodist  churches. 
Betty  has  four  grown  children  and  eight 
grandchildren  and  lives  with  her  husband, 


Dick,  on  their  dairy  farm  on  LeGeyt 
Road.  She  is  currently  the  minister  for 
the  Ashley  Falls  and  Canaan,  Connecticut 
Methodist  churches. 

Betty  is  very  pleased  with  the  new 
dimensions  that  have  been  added  to  the 
library  working  with  Nancy  Hahn,  the 
Librarian  of  the  Bushnell-Sage  Library. 
She  is  pleased  with  the  programs  for 
young  people,  and  is  looking  forward  to 
increasing  the  involvement  of  "older  youth" 
-junior  high  and  high  school  age.  Betty 
feels  that  the  current  Trustees  work  well 
together  and  are  in  a  good  position  to 
make  continued  growth  a  reality. 
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Planning  Board 

Term:  Three  years;  Candidates:  Two:  Tony  Gulotta  and  Chris  Tomich;  Seats  open:  Two 


Tony  Gulotta 

Anthony  (Tony) 
Gulotta  is  run- 
ning for  a  first 
term  on  the 
Planning  Board. 

He  has 
served  the  town 
of  Sheffield  as  a 
volunteer  fireman 
for  almost  twenty  years.  He  is  currently 
a  member  of  the  Planning  Board  sub- 
committee which  is  working  to  clarify 
the  wording  of  the  Zoning  Bylaws  and 
ensure  that  they  are  in  compliance  with 
state  and  federal  law.  In  the  past  he  has 
served  on  the  Town  Park  Committee. 
Influenced  by  his  father's  example, 
Tony  strongly  believes  in  community 
service.  He  serves  on  the  Undermountain 
Elementary  School  Youth  Athletic  As- 
sociation where  he  is  now  the  Treasurer. 
He  has  coached  both  the  high  school 
softball  team  and  the  Youth  (6th-8th 
grades)  team.  His  business,  Gulotta 
Brothers'  Mobil,  co-owned  with  his 
brother  Edward,  currently  sponsors  five 
all  girls'  softball,  basketball  and  soccer 
teams  whose  pictures  are  proudly  dis- 
played in  the  Mobil  service  station. 

Born  and  raised  in  Sheffield,  Tony 
graduated  from  Mt  Everett  High  School 
in  1978.  He  spent  the  next  six  years  in 
Groton,  Connecticut,  the  first  four  in 
the  Navy  followed  by  two  years  help- 
ing to  build  submarines  for  the  General 
Dynamics  Electric  Boat  Division.  In 
1982  he  married  his  high  school  sweet- 
heart, Michelle  Zamberletti,  of  Egre- 
mont.  They  returned  to  Sheffield  in 
1984  because  this  was  the  community 
in  which  they  wanted  to  raise  a  family. 
Tony  joined  the  family  business,  started 
by  his  father  in  1960.  Currently,  his  wife, 
mother,  brother  and  nephew  also  work 
in  the  business.  Tony  and  Michelle  have 
two  daughters,  one  studying  nursing  at 
Berkshire  Community  College,  the  other 
a  sixth  grader  at  Undermountain  El- 
ementary School. 

Tony  is  a  registered  Republican. 
He  is  running  for  the  Planning  Board 
because  he  wants  to  help  Sheffield  "retain 
its  character,  continue  to  be  a  great  place 
to  raise  children  and  maintain  affordabil- 


ity."  He  believes  that  is  possible  if  enough 
people  come  together  to  do  the  necessary 
work.  He  says  "I  want  to  serve  my  town. 
I'll  give  it  my  best  and  continue  to  learn 

Chris  Tomich 

1  Chris  Tomich 
is  running  for  a 
first  term  on  the 
Planning  Board. 

Chris  was 
born  in  Great 
Barrington  to 
Matthew  and 
Garnellajean 
Tomich,  where  he  was  also  brought  up. 
He  graduated  from  Monument  High 
School  and  has  a  degree  in  landscape 
architecture  from  the  University  of  Mas- 
sachusetts. 

He  and  his  wife,  Heather,  lived  in 
Venice,  Florida,  for  twelve  years  and 
moved  into  the  Bunce  Development  in 
Ashley  Falls  in  1994.  They  have  three 
children:  Jennifer,  23;  Adam,  21;  and 
Nicholas,  8.  Jennifer  and  Adam  gradu- 
ated from  Mt.  Everett  High  School  and 
Nicholas  is  currently  a  student  at  Under- 


CANDIDATE  PROFILES 

As  a  public  service,  the  Sheffield 
Times  provides  brief  profiles  of  each 
of  the  candidates  running  for  town 
boards  or  offices. 

Profiles  are  in  alphabetical  order 
by  office,  with  candidates  listed  al- 
phabetically. All  positions  are  included 
regardless  of  whether  the  position  is 
contested. 


mountain  Elementary  School.  Heather 
is  employed  as  a  social  worker  at  the 
Eagleton  School. 

Chris  is  the  part-owner,  with  his 
brother  Mark,  and  his  father,  Matthew, 
who  is  semi  retired,  of  Tomich  Land- 
scape Design  and  Construction,  Inc.  The 
business's  offices  are  on  Bears  Den  Road. 
As  a  volunteer  he  is  very  active  with 
Sheffield's  Soccer  Program. 

Chris  is  registered  as  Unenrolled, 
meaning  he  has  no  particular  party 
affiliation.  He  is  running  for  the  Plan- 
ning Board  because  "it  is  a  great  way  to 
serve  the  town."    He  wants  to  maintain 
the  integrity  of  what  Sheffield  has  been. 
"Growth  is  inevitable,"  he  asserts,  but  he 
wants  to  do  what  he  can  to  maintain  the 
character  of  the  community  he  is  proud 
to  call  his  home. 

He  believes  he  is  better  equipped 
than  many  to  grapple  with  the  issues  fac- 
ing the  Board  because  he  deals  with  them 
"on  an  everyday  basis"  in  his  business. 


Town  Moderator 

Term:  One  year;  Candidates:  One — Bruce  Person;  Seats  open:  One 
Bruce  Person 


Bruce  Person 
has  served  as 
Sheffield's  Town 
Moderator  for 
the  last  15  years. 
Born  in  Me- 
riden,  CT,  Bruce 
graduated  from 
the  University  of 
Connecticut  at  Storrs  in  1965  and  Tufts 
University  School  of  Dental  Medicine 
in  1969.  He  came  to  Sheffield  in  1971 
after  serving  in  the  Air  Force  for  two 
years  and  has  lived  here  ever  since.  He 
practiced  dentistry  in  Great  Barrington 
for  32  years  and  is  now  retired.  He  has 
two  adult  sons  and  three  grandchildren. 

He  is  a  registered  Republican. 
Bruce  is  also  Town  Constable,  a  former 


chairman  of  the  Southern  Berkshire 
Regional  School  District  School 
Committee  and  Trustee  of  Berkshire 
School.  He  is  also  very  involved  with 
the  Great  Barrington  Rotary  Club  and 
was  chairman  of  their  Scholarship  As- 
sistance Fund. 

Bruce  looks  forward  to  the  Towns 
Annual  Meeting.  He  attempts  to  mod- 
erate it  "in  a  non-confrontational  wa\. 
respecting  all  opinions.  "It  is  my  aim."  he 
said, "that  everyone  goes  home  friends. 


Meet  the  Candidates 

April  29, 2006 

I  lam-lpm  at  Dewey  Hall 

Center  of  Sheffield 
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VOTER  INFORMATION  SHEETS 

for  all  of  the  Special  Warrant  Articles  relating  to  zon- 
ing may  be  picked  up  at  Town  Hall,  the  Bushnell-Sage 
Library,  PJ's,  Silks,  and  the  Senior  Center  at  Dewey  Hall. 
These  were  prepared  by  the  Planning  Board. 


Meet  the  Candidates 

April  29, 2006 

1 1  am- 1  pm  at  Dewey  Hall 

Center  of  Sheffield 
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TOWN  MEETING— MAY  1,2006 

7PM,  HIGH  SCHOOL  AUDITORIUM,  MT  EVERETT  REGIONAL  SCHOOL 

TOWN  ELECTIONS— MAY  8, 2006 

VOTE  9AM-7PM  INTHE  CARLTON  FRENCH  MEETING  ROOM  ATTOWN  HALL 


PLEASE  SUPPORT  THE  SHEFFIELD  TIMES! 
/  want  to  support  the  Sheffield  Times!  Enclosed  is  my  tax-deductible  donation  of 


.,  made  payable  to 


the  Sheffield  Association,  PO  Box  1339,  Sheffield,  MA  01 257 


Name: 


(as  you  would  like  it  to  appear  in  acknowledgments) 


Address: 


(where  you  would  like  the  Sheffield  Times  sent) 

Did  like  my  contribution  to  remain  anonymous  Old  like  to  get  more  involved  with  the  Sheffield  Times 

tJ  I  am  particularly  interested  in  or  have  experience  with . 

The  Sheffield  Times  is  provided  free  of  charge  at  public  distribution  sites  throughout  Sheffield  and  Ashley  Falls.  Everyone  who  makes  a 
donation  will  receive  a  copy  by  mail,  so  please  note  on  this  form  if  you  do  not  want  it  sent  to  you  and  we  won  t  add  to  your  recycling  pile! 
Donations  are  tax-deductible  through  a  partnership  with  Berkshire  Taconic  Community  Foundation. 


This  special  supplement  has  been  mailed  to 
all  addresses  in  Town  by  the  Sheffield 
Association — please  excuse  duplications. 
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